
 

 

Opening Arrangements for Children Returning to School 

Confirmed: Opening Date 15th June 

This booklet has been written for your information to support the safe induction of your child 

back to Denaby Main Primary Academy. Please read this handbook carefully as many 

arrangements are different including start and finish times. You must adhere to all conditions 

in this letter if you have agreed to send your child back to school.  

Introduction 

As a school community, we are absolutely committed to providing a safe and purposeful 

environment as we can for all our community- our pupils, our staff and parents and carers. 

This document confirms our Educational offer, how the school environment will be organised 

and the safety measures in place.  

The measures outlined in this document have been created by following Governments 

documentation around ‘Actions for schools and implementing protective measures’ which 

has clear guidelines and instructions that schools must follow. To further accompany this 

document and for your own reference, please see the additional guidance from the DFE 

entitled Opening Schools and Educational Settings to more pupils from 1 June: Guidance for 

Parents and Carers. 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-

information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-

from-1-june 

 

Can my child return to school? 

If your child in in Nursery, Reception, Y1 or Y6  your child can attend school and relevant 

forms have been completed your child can return to school 

We are also able to offer child care support for those children of key workers for children in 

Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 but only if one or both Parents/ Carers is classed as a Key Worker. Proof 

of this will be required on registration.  

 

What if my Reception/ Year 1/ Year 6 child  has siblings, can they attend school? 

Unfortunately based on Government guidelines we are not able to offer this unless you or 

your partner is a ‘key worker’. Further advice can be found in the Government Guide to 

Parents referenced above.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


How will classes and groups be organised?  

To comply with strict Government guidelines, your child will be placed in a small group known 

as a bubble. They will not necessarily be taught by your child’s regular class teacher this is 

because of the limitation of numbers we are allowed to have in one group based on strict 

guidelines. At Denaby Main it is likely that children may be placed into two streams. A or B. 

Groups will be 

Nursery A 

Nursery B 

Reception A 

Reception B 

Year 1 A 

Year 1 B 

Year 6 A 

Year 6 B 

Groups will be taught by the same consistent adult wherever possible. This may be a teacher 

or teaching assistant. All planning and resourcing will be carried out by the teacher and 

activities will be parallel. At Denaby Main all of our teaching assistants regularly and 

independently teach groups of children of this number for example daily phonics lessons, 

Tribe time etc so they are well placed and experienced in doing this and will work closely 

alongside the class teacher.  

A separate confirmation letter will be sent on confirmation of your child’s place which will 

include the group/ bubble key adult and classroom. 

 

Do I need to send a child if eligible? 

In accordance to Government guidelines you are encouraged to send your child to school 

however families will not be fined for non attendance. This is because some children may not 

be able to attend school because of shielding circumstances within the family for example or 

because they are self-isolating.  Families will need to communicate reasons for non 

attendance with school however. If you wish to discuss an individual circumstance with a 

member of our team please do contact us via the App and somebody would be happy to 

discuss this with you. Children if registered for attendance must attend every day unless they 

are ill and normal absence reporting will be essential. We will be required to carry out home 

visits if your child is enrolled to return and we do not know the whereabouts of your child. 

Please ensure you telephone school promptly before 9:30 am if they are ill.  

 

 

 



 

How will school pick up and drop off’s be managed? 

To comply with strict guidelines around Social distancing, normal arrangements can no 

longer take place and therefore we will require all parents to strictly adhere to these new 

measures. If we are unable to meet the compliance standards, we could be forced to close 

the school. Safety of all children, Parents and staff is our absolute paramount importance. It 

will not be possible to swap groups, streams or start/ finish times. 

Stream A groups will need to arrive at school for 8:45. Hometime will be 2:45 and on Friday 

12:00 

Stream B groups will need to arrive at school for 9:15 Hometime will be 3:15  and on Friday 

12:30  

You will need to enter via school main gate – the gate at the top of the steps will remain closed 

until further notice. There will be one entry point and one exit point only. There will be a strict 

one way system to control the flow of human traffic around our school externally. This is 

because some of the pathways are quite narrow. Once you arrive at your child’s allocated 

entrance point, you should wait at the next available cone or marker these will be spaced 2 

metres apart. If you are dropping off more than one child, please wait in the first classroom 

you pass, then you will be able to take the next child. We appreciate this may take longer than 

normal and ask for your patience in this matter. Parents will not be permitted to enter the 

school in any class. Children should walk independently to the teacher from the first marker 

point nearest the door where the teacher will wait. Children must not play in the playground- 

both child and parent are asked to wait at the markers.  

 Entrance Point: Front of school  

 Exit Point: Exit gate near car park  

Please see attached form which will indicate the class stream, adult, allocated door and 

start/ finish time.  

If there is any breech of this system and our guidelines are not been consistently followed 

an alternative system will be introduced which could result in further restrictions for 

parents in terms of where they may be ask to bring children. This is in the interests of 

everybody that the guidelines above are strictly followed.   

How will the curriculum and learning be organised 

As directed by the Government and in response to requirements the school day and what we 

teach will need to be organised differently. Lessons will aim to address Character 

Development in the first instance which will addressing pupils mental, social and emotional 

needs. As the children will have spent weeks in your care with limited contact with other 

family members, restricted play and long periods of social isolation from friends it is 

understandably going to take some time to get back to any normal school routine. Our staff 

are well placed, experienced and trained in order to provide such a curriculum. In addition to 

this, we will begin to re-introduce short skills burst lessons in things such as reading/ phonics, 

arithmetic etc. Initially these skills burst will be similar to the types of activities we have been 

setting in the weekly learning grids.  We will slowly work back to a more regular routine, once 



the children have settled back to school and adjusted. Afternoons will cover core curriculum 

areas in creative ways through the arts- painting, craft, music, drama and physical activity and 

outdoor learning. We will capture learning on online learning platforms such as Seesaw with 

less emphasis on formal recording in work books in the first instance.  

Y6 will focus on transitional work aiming to prepare for secondary school and may include 

work set from local feeder secondary schools. 

All children will take part in an orientation session on the first day back. Activities will be based 

around understanding how the school will operate, for example modelling social distancing, 

learning what signage means around school, practicing hand washing routines etc. This will 

be done in a way that will make children feel comfortable. Much like transition activities that 

happen at the beginning of a new school year.  

Children will be given opportunities to talk about their feelings and share positivity in daily 

circle time sessions. 

It is important to note that due to social distancing rules, children in classes Y1-Y6 will be 

sat at individual tables placed apart to allow for the required distance measure to be met. 

This will feel very different to a normal school day where children are normally encouraged 

to collaborate and take part in group tasks.  

 

How will the day be structured- Timing could be subject to change due to any changes in 

local or government requests . These are the arrangements for June and July only 

Stream A B 

Start Time 8:45 9:15* 

Playtime 10:15- 10:35 10:40- 11:00 

Nursery Finish Time  11:45 11:45 

Lunchtime  YR 12:00- 12:40 
Y1 12:00- 12:40 
Y6 12:00-12:40 
Each group 

YR 12:45- 1:25 
Y1 12:45-1:25 
Y6 12:45-1:25 

Finish Time  2:45 *and 12:00 midday on 
Friday  

3: 15 and 12:30 pm Friday  

 

Start/ finish times may be different to accommodate streams or enhanced cleaning  

What will the arrangements be for lunch time and play time? 

Children will not have a traditional playtime but this will be replaced with Outdoor Led 

Activity (OLA) Your children will be supported in social distance activity. Teachers have 

planned games/ activities that take into consideration restrictions around interactions and 

shared equipment. Musical Yoga, individual clapping games, skipping etc will be popular 

activities. We have invested in outdoor chalks for example which will be individually shared 

out so each child has their own outdoor resource pack and equipment.  

Each  stream will be given an allocated slot for lunch time and will have their own box of 

play equipment which will be able to wipe down/ clean  daily. 



Lunch Time each group will be allocated an adult to oversee dinner time- this will be the 

same consistent adult daily. Lunch time will be split half inside for eating and half Outdoor 

Led Activity.  

Please note that lunch options will be limited to sandwiches (2 choices) - there will be no 

hot dinner options at this time. Lunch can be provided by school at the usual cost of £2.20 

per day (unless you are eligible for Free School Meals). 

 

What will happen if my child or any of my family become ill? 

Please refer to guidance in the parent handbook as directed from the Government. It is 

important that if your child or any member of you family have any symptoms that the 

strictest of measures are taken to follow the guidance. All children and their families will 

have access to testing in this instance. Please contact us for further support. It is also very 

important that you notify us immediately and that you do not bring your child to school.  

Symptoms of Coronavirus are: dry cough, high temperature or a loss of taste or smell. 

All absence must be accounted for and you are asked to ring the school office as soon as 

possible but no later than 9:30 if for any reason your child is unable to attend. Irregular 

attendance could result in the place being removed. Children should aim to attend daily if 

they are back enrolled to be back in school.  

 

What will happen if my child falls ill at school? 

We will follow normal procedures, place your child in a private but safe supervised area. 

Please ensure we have the most up to date contact details so we are able to contact you. 

 

What will be the expectations around behaviour and children’s compliance? 

All children must follow the rules. We appreciate they will need support in this matter 

particularly our youngest school children. Children may not be able to attend school if they 

consistently break social distancing rules because of persistent disruptive behaviour. It 

would be a serious breech of our behaviour policy and risks the health and safety of all 

pupils and staff. We have updated our Behaviour Policy with an additional Annex to support 

behaviour at this time. We have also listed the reasonable adjustments we could be 

expected to take to support behaviour at this time. Parents are required to help the school 

in this area for example engaging in any behaviour contracts if this is deemed necessary. 

Our updated behaviour policy can be found on our school website.  

 

How can I help support my child before we return?  

Ensure you openly talk about social distancing and visually show them what this looks like 

Remind children  how to wash their hands and that this will need to be done lots in school 

throughout the day.  



Explain that whilst school will feel very different, they will be loved and cared for whilst in 

school, reassure them of arrangements for dropping off and collection and remind them of 

your own individual routines- who will be picking them up for example.  

Talk to your child about reporting any incidents of feeling unwell to an adult for example 

loss of taste, temperature, persistent cough. 

 

What additional safety precautions can I take to prevent further spreading?  

Washing uniform/ clothes daily when they return home from school or changing on entry 

back into their home.   

Ensure children wash their hands before they leave for school and as they re-enter the 

home after school. 

Children may bring their own hand sanitiser if it is in a clearly labelled bottle with their 

name.  

Children must bring their own water bottle and take this home every night for cleaning. 

Children will not be able to bring items from home into school apart from sanitiser and 

water bottle.  

 

What additional measure will the school take to ensure school is a safe as possible 

- Cleaning- increased frequency of cleaning including thorough cleaning of key areas 

- Signage- additional signage will be placed around and inside the building 

- Not mixing groups- wherever possible we will aim to minimise the mixing of groups 

- Personalised equipment- children will be allocated their own pencil case or 

equipment. With younger children, more wiping down of used equipment will be 

necessary  

- Staggered start times- as mentioned staggered times will prevent too many people 

on site at any one time 

- Controlled flow of human traffic- there will be a one way systems in place around 

the exterior of the school building because of narrow pathways and to encourage 

quick drop off.  

- Social distancing visual markers in the school building 

- Restricted areas and equipment will be taped off and out of bounds to prevent any 

possible spread.  

 

Our detailed risk assessment of all measures can be found on our website.  

 

My child has additional needs, how will the school meet those needs?  

Miss Deakin will be in touch with those who may need additional support for example 

medical care plans, those with support plans  or any behaviour contracts needed. It is likely 

that some children will need a specific risk assessment in place in order to be able to attend 



school safely. We will be taking a very gradual supportive and collaborative approach to 

phase children back to school. A partial timetable in the first instance will be necessary in 

this case.  

 

What should I do if I need to speak to a member of staff or to Mrs Robinson/ Mrs Hand 

Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building unless it is by prior arrangement. 

Please note any questions or messages should be done via the APP or telephone in the first 

instance. This is to minimise the number of adults in the building and for contact tracing 

purposes. 

 

How will I know school is safe? 

The school have been given a very rigorous and thorough risk assessment framework from 

Astrea Academy Trust which indicates the precise measures we must take to make the 

environment as safe as we can.  Before school can open these measures will need to be 

signed off by Executive Members of the Trust.  Unfortunately however, the risks remains 

unknown which is why these measures will need to be taken. The challenges of socially 

distancing Primary Children have been well documented. We cannot guarantee that 

children will socially distance but we will do our upmost best to encourage this as much as 

possible  

All Staff have taken part in training before school is allowed to open and will be expected to 

help maintain these measures by following the guidance on the risk assessment wherever 

possible. The measures will reduce the risk but it will not fully eliminate the risks. If school is 

declared ready for opening, you can be reassured that the school has had all appropriate 

checks by Executive members from the Trust and school therefore has the appropriate 

measures in place to minimise the risk.  

What should children wear? 

We are asking children to come in clean clothes daily – this could be school uniform or 

regular clothes we do not mind.  Clothes should allow them to do exercise without getting 

changed. Leggings / jogging bottoms and a T shirt with trainers is ideal. It is recommended 

that clothes are changed and washed daily. Please do not allow your child to come in any 

jewellery or unnecessary items.  

 

Can children wear face masks?  

 

Children must  NOT wear face masks. Guidance is very clear on this. If children arrive in 

masks they should be removed and put away before entering school. Please also be aware 

that children may want to try on the masks of others if they have been worn on the journey 

to school. This is not allowed and you should impress on your child the danger of doing this.  

 

 

 

 



Will School be open earlier for Breakfast Club? 

 

We are not able to provide additional services such as breakfast club at this time. We will 

however provide your child with breakfast for example a bagel through our magic breakfast 

scheme.  

 

 

Transport Arrangements 

 

Please try to avoid car sharing- it is recommended that you find an alternative way of 

travelling such as waling, cycling or your own car.   If you are using public transport please 

ensure you follow government guidelines. Advice and guidelines can be found below 

 

Public Transport:  

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-

passengers#public-transport 

 

Car Sharing: 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-

passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles 

 

 

What will happen next? 

This updated guidance has been circulated because school is deemed as safe as possible to 

open with all appropriate measures in place. You will have separate communications which 

indicate the STREAM, adult, door start and finish time indicated.  

It is important to note that school could be closed at very short notice if staffing or safety is 

an issue.  

We know that the arrangements are less than ideal and far from how we would wish our 

school to operate. The arrangements in place may be inconvenient and not always work in 

tandem with your usual arrangements and for this we are sorry. The matter is very much 

out of our hands and the measures we have in place are the best available options to us. 

Other schools may be operating differently with very different arrangements. Every school is 

unique with different sets of circumstance. It would be unhelpful to compare schools. We 

would therefore ask for your patience and understanding at this time. We continue to work 

very hard and look forward to seeing some children back in the building!  

Please remember the following key messages 

• Wash hands before setting off 

 

• Follow the one way system- yes we know this is a pain when you could just quickly 

nip out the other way but we also need to get use to systems for wider opening 

when we have more children in!  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles


 

 

• Remember to socially distance at all times- including parents 

 

•  Strictly no entrance into school building or reception- all messages to be 

telephoned or message via app.  

 

IMPORTANT 

 

School will be closed at 12:00pm on Friday- this is to ensure school has a full enhanced 

clean and in order to allow our staff to access statutory planning time- known as PPA. 

Children should be collected as normal at this earlier time and will take away their packed 

lunch.  

 

Finally, we thank you for adhering to the information in this letter. It is not fully 

comprehensive as we will be ‘finding our way’ for the start of this period, just as much as 

you are. You can be sure that, as always, staff will do their utmost to ensure your children 

are safe, healthy and comfortable in the ‘new normal’.   

  

Please work with us and let’s all stay safe.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs Dickinson.  

 

 

 

 

 


