
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed Opening: Thursday 3rd September 2020 (UPDATED 26th August 2020) 
 
This Parent booklet has been written for your information to support the safe induction of 
your child back to Denaby Main Primary Academy after the summer break. Please read this 
handbook carefully as many arrangements are different or have been updated since the last 
handbook. The measures included in the handbook have been identified as essential actions 
and requirements for the opening of school to all pupils. Parents should regularly check the 
App for any updates/changes that may be implemented following any further government 
guidance. 
 
Introduction 
As a school community, we are absolutely committed to providing a safe and purposeful 
environment as we can for all our community - our pupils, our staff and parents and carers. 
This document confirms our Educational offer, how the school environment will be 
organised and the safety measures in place. 
  
The measures outlined in this document have been created by following Governments 
documentation around Guidance for full opening, for September 2020 which has clear 
guidelines and instructions that schools must follow. 
 
The school has also made many ongoing adjustments and amendments to the risk assessment 

in response to the changing picture and any updated guidance as this is released.  

 

For your reassurance and to answer any general questions you may have about transmission 

and safety, the Government have released the following document which will support the 

safe return of all pupils back to school. If you are worried, reading the following booklet may 

help.  

                                                                  gov.uk/backtoschool 

 
  
Can my child return to school? 
All pupils in all year groups must resume compulsory attendance from Thursday 3rd 
September. 
Attendance for all pupils will be monitored and attendance procedures followed in line with 
Denaby Main Primary Academy Attendance Policy. 
There may be enhanced transitional activities or graduated induction for children in the 
youngest years (Nursery and Reception) including those with identified and discussed 
additional needs, and parent/carers will have received separate communications of their 
start date. 
Unless your child is ill or displaying COVID related symptoms, your child must attend 
school.  The Government stated that circumstances have changed and it is vital for all 
children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


pandemic on children's education, wellbeing and wider development. Missing out on more 
time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. This means from that point, the 
usual rules on school attendance will apply, including:  

• Your duty as parents to secure that your child attends regularly at school where your 
child is a registered pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

• Schools' responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 
• The availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local 

authorities' codes of conduct. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THERE IS HONEST REPORTING 
OF REASONS WHY A CHILD MAY BE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL. IF REASONS FOR NON 
ATTENDANCE IS DUE TO ANY RELATED SYMPTOM OF CORONAVIRUS, IT IS A 
GOVERNMENT REQUIRMENT THAT TESTING MUST BE CARRIED OUT AND 
RECORDED. 
  

Please read the following Government guidelines below around what to look out for 

(symptoms) and what to do in the event of Coronavirus symptoms of anybody who 

lives in your household. 

 

 ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-

19) infection 

 
  
How will classes and groups be organised?  
Your child will work in an identified class bubble. A separate letter was sent in July  
indicating who your child's teacher will be and the allocated classroom and door children 
must wait at.  There will however be measures in place to keep class bubbles apart 
wherever possible to minimise contact with other children from other classes. 
There is relaxing of the 2 metre rule in class for pupils, although we will need to still 
encourage a sensible approach to distancing wherever possible. For example, children may 
be more spaced out around the classroom for older children who complete more table 
based learning. All tables will be facing the front and mostly placed in rows or two to four 
people in a shorter row. 
  
How will school pick up and drop off's be managed? 
To comply with continuing guidelines to minimise mixing, normal arrangements can no 
longer take place and therefore we will require all parents to strictly adhere to these new 
measures. Each school has to carry out a strict and robust risk assessment and as a school 
we will be taking necessary measures to prevent unnecessary mixing and in the interests of 
still promoting a sensible level of social distancing of 1m+ 
 Safety of all children, parents and staff is our absolute paramount importance and we will 
continue to run a modified staggered approach to facilitate the safe arrival and exit of 
children and families. It is hoped the 5 mins difference will allow more of a gentle flow of 
traffic through school. 
  
Start and Finish  
Early years and KS1 (N, R, Y1, Y2) children will arrive at 8:40am. Home-time will be 3:10pm 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Key Stage 2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6) children will arrive at 8:45am Home-time will be 3:15pm 
  

• You will need to enter via school main gate. 
• Only one adult may enter the school gates to reduce the amount of human traffic. 

This is an external statutory requirement as part of our risk assessment process .  If 
you are caring for younger children, you may of course bring these but we request 
no additional adults. I appreciate this is disappointing as some may want to come as 
a couple or family but we must ensure we strictly adhere to this rule. 

• There will be one entry point and one exit point only. 
• A strict one-way system to control the flow of human traffic around our school 

externally. This is because some of the pathways are quite narrow. 
• Once you arrive at your child's allocated entrance point, you should wait at the next 

available cone or marker these will be spaced apart to allow a sensible distance. 
• If you are dropping off more than one child, please wait in the first classroom you 

pass, then you will be able to take the next child. We appreciate this may take longer 
than normal and ask for your patience in this matter. 

• Parents will not be permitted to enter the school in any class. This includes EYFS 

Nursery/ Reception class 

• Children should walk independently to the teacher from the first marker point 
nearest the door where the teacher will wait. 

• Children must not play in the playground- both child and parent are asked to wait at 
the markers. 

 Entrance Point: Front of school 
 Exit Point: Exit gate near car park 
Please see previous letter that states the class your child is in. Adults will be available to 
signpost. 
  
  
  
Please stick to the one-way system. I appreciate this is not ideal for parents if you are 
dropping a younger child closer to the main school gate, but it is to ensure that effective 
control measures have been taken to prevent any cross contamination.  
 
Younger children must not be left to walk into school alone. This is a serious safety 
concern as the gates are open and we cannot be held responsible before the official start 
time. Children in Y1-Y3 must have an adult with them at all times.  
  
How will the curriculum and learning be organised? 
School has carefully considered what must be taught and how best to do this especially 
within the first few weeks of adjusting back to school life. We have therefore planned a 
recovery curriculum approach which will still be broad and balanced but will allow time to 
address Character Development in the first instance which will addressing pupils mental, 
social and emotional needs. As the children will have spent weeks in your care with limited 
contact with other family members, restricted play and long periods of social isolation from 
friends it is understandably going to take some time to get back to any normal school 
routine. Our staff are well placed, experienced and trained in order to provide such a 



curriculum. 
In addition to this, we will begin to re-introduce core learning in things such as reading/ 
phonics, arithmetic etc. Initially these will consolidate previously taught learning. We will 
slowly work back to a more regular routine, once the children have settled back to school 
and adjusted. 
Afternoons will cover core curriculum areas in creative ways through the arts- painting, 
craft, music, drama and physical activity and outdoor learning. We will continue to capture 
learning on online learning platforms such as Seesaw and will aim to follow a more child led 
provision approach in younger year groups. 
All children will take part in an orientation sessions and transitional activities on the first few 
days back Activities will be based around understanding how the school will operate, for 
example modelling social distancing where this is appropriate in older years, learning what 
signage means around school, practicing hand washing routines etc. This will be done in a 
way that will make children feel comfortable. 
Children will be given opportunities to talk about their feelings and share positivity in daily 
circle time sessions. 
Children have been directed by the government to face the front and may not be sat in 
collaborative groups. There is no stipulation that children will be placed at individual 
desks but is likely that they will be sat side to side in pairs or rows in a more traditional 
approach.  
 
What will the classroom look like? 

Your child’s teacher in readiness for the new year has worked exceptionally hard around the 

essential guidance to provide a safe but warm, stimulating and inviting environment. Some 

soft furnishing may have been removed and desks are mostly in rows from Y2 upwards but 

apart from this you will find little difference- our classrooms look lovely and there are some 

gorgeous displays already up!  

  
What will the arrangements be for lunch time and play time? 
Children will resume back to a more traditional playtime but will not be mixing with children 
from other classes. Each class will continue to have their own box of equipment but this can 
be shared so long as equipment is cleaned regularly and not used widely with other groups. 
Lunch Time each group will be allocated an adult to oversee dinner time - this will be the 
same consistent adult daily. Lunch time will be split half inside for eating and half outdoor 
play. Lunch times will be staggered slightly and may be eaten in classrooms for older 
children to avoid cross mixing of bubbles.  Teachers and dinner staff will follow a strict 
cleaning timetable in any space that is used for eating and all adults and children will follow 
a strict hand wash routine. 
  
  
What will happen if my child or any of my family become ill? 
Please refer to guidance in the parent handbook as directed from the Government.  
 
stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 

infection 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


It is important that if your child or any member of you family have any symptoms that the 
strictest of measures are taken to follow the guidance. All children and their families will 
have access to testing in this instance. Please contact us for further support. It is also very 
important that you notify us immediately and that you do not bring your child to school. 
All absence must be accounted for and you are asked to contact the school office via 
telephone or Astrea App as soon as possible but no later than 9:30 if for any reason your 
child is unable to attend. 
If it is reported that your child has any symptoms of Coronavirus you must get a test. This 
is a Government request to carry this out and you must notify school immediately fully 
complying with us - we will need clarification of testing time and outcome of results 
immediately. 
 
Without a confirmed negative test, if you have reported any symptom of Coronavirus as a 
reason for absence, your child will not be able to enter school for 14 days. You must get 
tested straight away for any symptom- e.g. temperature, loss of smell/taste and a consistent 
cough.  
  
What will happen if my child falls ill at school? 
We will follow normal procedures, place your child in a private but safe supervised area. 
Please ensure we have the most up to date contact details so we are able to contact you. If 
a child has any symptom of Coronavirus we will use a designated medical room and a 
member of staff will supervise until an adult is available to collect. 
  
What will be the expectations around behaviour and children's compliance? 
All children must follow the rules. We appreciate they will need support in this matter 
particularly our youngest school children. Children may not be able to attend school if they 
consistently break social distancing rules because of persistent disruptive behaviour. We 
have updated our Behaviour Policy with an additional Annex to support behaviour at this 
time. We have also listed the reasonable adjustments we could be expected to take to 
support behaviour at this time. Parents are required to help the school in this area for 
example engaging in any behaviour contracts if this is deemed necessary. Our updated 
behaviour policy can be found on our school website. We may contact parents much earlier 
than in the past to support with a child's behaviour to ensure we keep all staff and children 
safe. 
 
How can I help support my child before we return?  
Ensure you openly talk about avoiding mixing with other groups of children other than those 
in their class and visually show them what keeping a reasonable distance means. 
Remind children how to wash their hands and that this will need to be done lots in school 
throughout the day. 
Explain that whilst school will feel very different, they will be loved and cared for whilst in 
school, reassure them of arrangements for dropping off and collection and remind them of 
your own individual routines- who will be picking them up for example. 
Talk to your child about reporting any incidents of feeling unwell to an adult for example 
loss of taste, temperature, persistent cough. 
  
What additional safety precautions can I take to prevent further spreading? 
Ensure children wash their hands before they leave for school and as they re-enter home 
after school. 
Children must bring their own water bottle and take this home every night for cleaning 



Children will not be able to bring items from home but will be allowed to bring a bag and 
reading book etc... 
  
What additional measure will the school take to ensure school is a safe as possible  

• Cleaning- increased frequency of cleaning including thorough cleaning of key areas 
• Signage- additional signage will be placed around and inside the building 
• Not mixing groups- wherever possible we will aim to minimise the mixing of groups 
• Personalised equipment- children will be allocated their own pencil case or 

equipment. With younger children, more wiping down of used equipment will be 
necessary 

• Staggered start times- as mentioned staggered times will prevent too many people 
on site at any one time 

• Controlled flow of human traffic- there will be a one - way system in place around 
the exterior of the school building because of narrow pathways and to encourage 
quick drop off. 

• Social distancing visual markers in the school building  
 

Our detailed risk assessment of all measures can be found on our website. 

  
My child has additional needs, how will the school meet those needs?  
Somebody may have already been in touch with those who may need additional support for 
example medical care plans, those with support plans or any behaviour contracts needed. It 
is likely that some children will need a specific risk assessment in place in order to be able to 
attend school safely. We will be taking a very supportive and collaborative approach to 
phase children back to school. Some children with additional needs may begin the transition 
back to school before the end of the term to help prepare them for September. 
  
What should I do if I need to speak to a member of staff or to Mrs Robinson/ Mrs Hand? 
Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building unless it is by prior arrangement. 
Please note any questions or messages should be done via the APP or telephone in the first 
instance. This is to minimise the number of adults in the building and for contact tracing 
purposes. 
  
How will I know school is safe? 
The school have been given a very rigorous and thorough risk assessment framework from 
Astrea Academy Trust which indicates the precise measures we must take to make the 
environment as safe as we can.  Before school can open these measures are signed off by 
Executive Members of the Trust.  
All Staff have taken part in training will be expected to help maintain these measures by 
following the guidance on the risk assessment wherever possible. The measures will reduce 
the risk but it will not fully eliminate the risks. You can be reassured that the school has had 
all appropriate checks by Executive members from the Trust and school therefore has the 
appropriate measures in place to minimise the risk. 
 
Once again, if you are worried, please do read the following government guidance 

gov.uk/backtoschool 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
  
What should children wear? 
All pupils must wear school uniform. 
School uniform information (previously sent to parents) can be found on Denaby Main 
Primary Academy website. Click on parent information, then click on uniform. The school 
uniform details and link to purchase uniform is here.  
https://www.astreadenabymain.org/parent-information/uniform/ 
 
PE Kits 
For children in Y2-Y6 where they do not need assistance with clothing, we will be expecting 

that they will get changed for PE so will need to bring their PE kits on a Monday and take 

home for washing every Friday. Children in Y1 will not be required to get changed for PE in 

the first instance. We ask however that they have sensible shoes and leggings rather than 

skirts on these days may be more appropriate. Please speak to Mrs Fletcher or Miss Deakin 

about when PE day will be.  

 
  
Can children wear face masks? 
There has been recent  Government changes on the wearing of facemasks in school 
however the guidance has not changed for Primary age children. Children must NOT wear 
face masks. Guidance is very clear on this. If children arrive in masks they should be 
removed and put away before entering the school premises. 
  
   
Transport Arrangements 
Please try to avoid car sharing- it is recommended that you find an alternative way of 
travelling such as walking, cycling or your own car.   If you are using public transport please 
ensure you follow government guideline. Advice and guidelines can be found below 
  
Public Transport:  
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-
passengers#public-transport 
  
Car Sharing: 
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-
passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles 
  
Breakfast Club  
Initially we will not be able to provide this service due to mixing of class bubbles however all 
children will be provided with breakfast in classrooms.. It is hoped that eventually we can 
resume our breakfast club if risk assessments allow. 
  
What will happen next? 
It is important to note that school could be closed at very short notice if staffing or safety 
is an issue. School could also be closed at short notice if there is a localised outbreak and 
an area lockdown is enforced.  
We know that the arrangements are still not fully as we would wish our school to operate. 
Other schools may be operating differently with different arrangements. Every school is 

https://www.astreadenabymain.org/parent-information/uniform/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles


unique with different sets of circumstance but we are so excited to see all our children back 
in school in September. 
  
              Please remember the following key messages  

• Wash hands before setting off  
• Follow the one-way system - we know this is not ideal when parent/carers could 

just quickly nip out the other way, but we must follow new systems to keep 
everyone safe!  

• Remember to adhere to a sensible level of distance.   
• Strictly no entrance into school building or reception- all messages to be 

telephoned or message via app.   
• One adult per family only to enter school grounds  
• Swift, accurate reporting of any symptoms and strictly follow any request to get 

tested  
• Fully comply with reporting results both positive and negative after testing.  

  

Thank you, 

  

Mrs Dickinson 

Principal 


