
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festivals and Celebrations/Light and Dark  
Autumn 2 Weeks 1-4 – November 2020 

Throughout this topic, the 

children will learn about the 

festivals and celebrations of 

Bonfire Night, Remembrance 

Day and Diwali. 

The will look at customs and 

routines and discuss their own 

family’s traditions.  

The children will learn about 

Remembrance Day using the 

CBeebies Poppy Story and will 

complete poppy related 

activities. 

The children will observe and 

design their own Rangoli 

patterns using coloured 

materials.  

The children will also make 

Diwa lamps using clay and tea 

lights 

Children will discuss what 

happens on Bonfire Night 

and they will be taught 

about the safety aspects 

e.g. Don’t touch 

fireworks, don’t go too 

close to the fire, listen to 

their adults.  

We will be learning about dark and light and 

looking at the differences. We will be looking 

at nocturnal and diurnal animals and the 

children will be sorting them into groups.  

The children will also be learning about where 

light comes from and different light sources.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

F1 Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

 To develop friendships and relationships with peers and adults 

 Welcomes and values praise for what they have done 

 Aware of own feelings and knows that some actions and words can 

hurt others’ feelings 

 Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas e.g. building 

a role play situation with another child 

F1 Communication and Language: 

 To be able to retell stories and events that have happened to them 

 Listen to others one to one or in small groups 

 Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall 

 Understands use of objects e.g. what do we use to cut things? 

 Retell a simple event 

 Begins to use more complex sentences and thoughts (went down 

slide hurt finger) 

F1 Literacy: 

 Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities 

 Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one to one and in small 

groups 

 Looks at books independently 

 Handles books carefully 

 Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint 

 To trace over letter of their name on a name card to mark make. 

F1 Physical Development: 

 Can attend to toileting needs most of the time 

 Can tell adults when they are hungry, tired, need to rest or play 

 Moves freely and with confidence in a variety of ways e.g. run, skip, hop, crawl, slide 

 Mounts stairs or climbing equipment and uses alternate feet 

 Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements 

 Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole hand grip 

F1 Mathematics: 

 To sing number rhymes and songs 

 Uses some number names and number language spontaneously  

 Recites numbers in order to 5 then 10 

 Knows that numbers identify how many are in a set 

 To become familiar with Numicon 

 Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making 

arrangements with objects 

F1 Understanding the World: 

 Shows an interest in the loves of people familiar to them 

 Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience 

 Recognizes and describes special times or events for family or friends 

 Shows how to operate simple equipment e.g. smartboard, iPad 

F1 Expressive Arts and Design: 

 Explore colour and how colours can be changed 

 Sings a few familiar songs 

 Imitates movement in response to songs 

 Joins construction pieces together 

 Sings to self and makes up songs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Crackers about Christmas  
Autumn 2 Week 5-7 – December 2020 

The children will be emerged into 

the joy of Christmas through a 

series of Christmas stories, songs, 

crafts and activities.  

 

We will be making Christmas 

tree decorations. 

The children will make Christmas cards 

and calendars for their families and we 

will also be teaching them how to make 

a Christmas stocking by sewing the 

pieces of material together.  

We will be using our phonic 

knowledge to write a letter to 

Father Christmas to tell him 

we have been good and what 

we would like for Christmas.  

We will also be teaching the 

nativity story.  

We will be discussing what we do at Christmas and 

traditions/customs that we have with our families. 

Traditional Tale 



 

F2 Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

 Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will 

communicate freely about own home and community. 

 Shows confidence in asking adults for help. 

 Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, 

becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they realise 

they have upset them. 

 Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others 

say. 
F2 Communication and Language: 

 Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused on own choice of 

activity). 

 Shows understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, 

‘behind’ by carrying out an action or selecting correct picture. 

 Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an object. 

 Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 

 Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. 

 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 

 Uses talk in pretending that objects stand for something else in play, 

e.g. ‘This box is my castle.’ 

 

F2 Literacy: 

 Knows that print carries meaning and that English is read from left to right and top to bottom 

 Continues a rhyming string. 

 Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

 Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

 Begins to break the flow of speech into words. 

 Continues a rhyming string. 

 Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

F2 Physical Development: 

 Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper 

with child scissors. 

 Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-

hand grasp. 

 Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and 

uses it with good control. 

 Can copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name. 

 Experiments with different ways of moving. 

 Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt 

when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it is 

fastened at the bottom. 

F2 Mathematics: 

 Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 

 Recognises numerals 1 to 5. 

 Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item. 

 Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved. 

 Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count beyond 10. 

 Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 

 Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’. 

 Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2-D shapes, and mathematical 

terms to describe shapes. 

 Selects a particular named shape. 

 F2 Understanding the World: 

 Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

 Talks about why things happen and how things work. 

 Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 

 Completes a simple program on a computer. 

 
F2 Expressive Arts and Design: 

 Developing preferences for forms of expression 

 Uses movement to express feelings 

 Creates movement in response to music 

 Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first hand experiences 

 Build stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing rescue from an armchair cliff 


