
 

Opening Arrangements for all children – Please note all arrangements in this 

handbook could be subject to change. Parents should regularly check the App 

for any updates/ changes.  

  

Confirmed Opening: Monday 8th March – all year groups 

This booklet has been written for your information to support the safe induction of your child back to 

Denaby Main Primary Academy after the period of lockdown throughout the past few months. Please 

read this handbook carefully The measures included in the handbook have been identified as 

essential actions and requirements for the safe opening of school to all pupils 

Introduction 

As a school community, we are absolutely committed to providing a safe and purposeful environment 

as we can for all our community- our pupils, our staff and parents and carers. This document confirms 

our Educational offer, how the school environment will be organised and the safety measures in place.  

The measures outlined in this document have been created by following Governments documentation  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf  which has clear guidelines and instructions 

that schools must follow.  

 

Can my child return to school? 

School will be open for all year groups on Monday 8th March. The Government have stated that all 

children must resume compulsory attendance from this date. In line with Government our normal 

attendance procedures will also resume, as indicated in the letter sent earlier in the week.  

 

How will classes and groups be organised?  

Your child will work in the same identified class bubble as before.  There will however be measures in 

place to keep class bubbles apart wherever possible to minimise contact with other children from 

other classes.  

We will need to still encourage a sensible approach to distancing wherever possible. For example 

children may be more spaced out around the classroom for older children who complete more table 

based work. All tables will be facing the front and mostly placed in rows of two to four people in  a 

shorter row- this is the same as before and for younger years and EYFS the classroom will be set up 

and ran in the normal way.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf


How will school pick up and drop off’s be managed? 

To comply with continuing guidelines to minimise mixing we will require all parents to strictly adhere 

to the measures in place. Each school has to carry out a strict and robust risk assessment and as a 

school we will be taking necessary measures to prevent unnecessary mixing and in the interests of still 

promoting a sensible level of social distancing of 1m+  

 Safety of all children, Parents and staff still remain important and we will continue to run a slight 

staggered approach to facilitate the safe arrival and exit of children and families. This just helps 

filter the amount of parent traffic a little.  

Start and Finish  

Early years and KS1 (N, R Y1, Y2) children will arrive at 8:40. Hometime will be 3:10 

Key Stage 2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6)  children will arrive at  8:45 Hometime will be  3:15 

 

• You will need to enter via school main gate.  

• Only one adult may enter the school gates to reduce the amount of human traffic. This is an 

external statutory requirement as part of our risk assessment process .  If you are caring for 

younger children, you may of course bring these but we request no additional adults. I 

appreciate this is disappointing as some may want to come as a couple or family but we must 

ensure we strictly adhere to this rule.  

• There will be one entry point and one exit point only.  

• A strict one way system to control the flow of human traffic around our school externally. This 

is because some of the pathways are quite narrow.  

• Once you arrive at your child’s allocated entrance point, you should wait at the next available 

cone or marker these will be spaced apart to allow a sensible distance.  

• If you are dropping off more than one child, please wait in the first classroom you pass, then 

you will be able to take the next child. We appreciate this may take longer than normal and 

ask for your patience in this matter.  

• Parents will not be permitted to enter the school in any class. This includes EYFS Nursery/ 

Reception class 

• Children should walk independently to the teacher from the first marker point nearest the 

door where the teacher will wait.  

• Children must not play in the playground- both child and parent are asked to wait at the 

markers.  

 Entrance Point: Front of school  

 Exit Point: Exit gate near car park  

Please stick to the one way system. I appreciate this can be a pain if you are dropping a younger 

child closer to the main school gate but it is to ensure that effective control measures have been 

taken to prevent any cross contamination.  

Younger children must not be left to walk into school alone. This is a serious safety concern as the 

gates are open and we cannot be held responsible before the official start time. Children in Y1-Y3 

must have an adult with them at all times.  

 



How will the curriculum and learning be organised 

School has carefully considered what must be taught and how best to do this especially within the first 

few weeks of adjusting back to school life. We have therefore planned a recovery curriculum approach 

which will still be broad and balanced but will allow time to address Character Development in the 

first instance which will address pupils mental, social and emotional needs. As the children will have 

spent weeks in your care with limited contact with other family members, restricted play and long 

periods of social isolation from friends it is understandably going to take a few days to get back to our 

normal school routine. Our staff are well placed, experienced and trained in order to provide such a 

curriculum.  

In addition to this, we will begin to re-introduce core learning in things such as reading/ phonics, 

arithmetic etc with some ongoing gap analysis work which will allow us to plan for next steps.  

Afternoons will cover normal curriculum areas but with some opportunities for short sensory breaks 

or personal and social aspects of learning. We will continue to capture learning on online learning 

platforms such as Seesaw as well as evidence in their work books 

All children will take part in an orientation sessions and transitional activities on the first few days back 

Activities will be based around reminding the children  how  school  operates, for example modelling 

social distancing where this is appropriate in older years, learning what signage means around school, 

practicing hand washing routines etc. This will be done in a way that will make children feel 

comfortable.  

 

What will the arrangements be for lunch time and play time? 

Children will continue with a traditional playtime but will not be mixing with children from other 

classes. Each class will continue to have their own box of equipment but this can be shared so long 

as equipment is cleaned regularly and not used widely with other groups.  

Lunch Time each group will be allocated an adult to oversee dinner time- this will be the same 

consistent adult daily wherever possible. Lunch time will be split half inside for eating and half 

outdoor play. Lunch times will be staggered slightly and may be eaten in classrooms for older 

children to avoid cross mixing of bubbles.  Teachers and dinner staff will follow a strict cleaning 

timetable in any space that is used for eating and all adults and children will follow a strict hand 

wash routine.  

What will happen if my child or any of my family become ill? 

Please refer to guidance in the parent handbook as directed from the Government.  

stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 

It is important that if your child or any member of you family have any symptoms that the strictest of 

measures are taken to follow the guidance. All children and their families will have access to testing 

in this instance. Please contact us for further support. It is also very important that you notify us 

immediately and that you do not bring your child to school.  

All absence must be accounted for and you are asked to ring the school office as soon as possible but 

no later than 9:30 if for any reason your child is unable to attend.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


If it is reported that your child has any symptoms of Coronavirus you must get a test. This is a 

Government request to carry this out and you must notify school immediately fully complying with 

us- we will need clarification of testing time and outcome of results immediately.  

Without a confirmed negative test, if you have reported any symptom of Coronavirus as a reason for 

absence, your child will not be able to enter school for 10 days. You must get tested straight away 

for any symptom- e.g. temperature, loss of smell/ taste and a consistent cough.  

What will happen if my child falls ill at school? 

We will follow normal procedures, place your child in a private but safe supervised area. Please 

ensure we have the most up to date contact details so we are able to contact you. If a child has any 

symptom of Coronavirus we will use a designated medical room and a member of staff will supervise 

until an adult is available to collect.  

What will be the expectations around behaviour and children’s compliance? 

All children must follow the rules. We appreciate they will need support in this matter particularly 

our youngest school children. Children may not be able to attend school if they consistently break 

social distancing rules because of persistent disruptive behaviour. We have updated our Behaviour 

Policy with an additional Annex to support behaviour at this time. We have also listed the 

reasonable adjustments we could be expected to take to support behaviour at this time. Parents are 

required to help the school in this area for example engaging in any behaviour contracts if this is 

deemed necessary. Our updated Behaviour Policy can be found on our school website. We may 

contact parents much earlier than in the past to support with a child’s behaviour to ensure we keep 

all staff and children safe.  

How can I help support my child before we return?  

Ensure you openly talk about avoiding mixing with other groups of children other than those in their 

class and visually show them what keeping a reasonable distance means.  

Remind children how to wash their hands and that this will need to be done lots in school 

throughout the day.  

Explain that whilst school will feel very different, they will be loved and cared for whilst in school, 

reassure them of arrangements for dropping off and collection and remind them of your own 

individual routines- who will be picking them up for example.  

Talk to your child about reporting any incidents of feeling unwell to an adult for example loss of 

taste, temperature, persistent cough. 

 

What additional safety precautions can I take to prevent further spreading?  

Ensure children wash their hands before they leave for school and  as they enter the home after 

school. 

Children must bring their own water bottle and take this home every night for cleaning 

Children will not be able to bring items from home but will be allowed to bring a bag and reading 

book etc…  

 



What additional measure will the school take to ensure school is a safe as possible 

- Cleaning- continued  frequency of cleaning including thorough cleaning of key areas 

- Signage- additional signage will be placed around and inside the building 

- Not mixing groups- wherever possible we will aim to minimise the mixing of groups 

- Personalised equipment- children will be allocated their own pencil case or equipment. With 

younger children, more wiping down of used equipment will be necessary  

- Staggered start times- as mentioned staggered times will prevent too many people on site at 

any one time 

- Controlled flow of human traffic- there will be a one way systems in place around the 

exterior of the school building because of narrow pathways and to encourage quick drop off.  

- Social distancing visual markers in the school building 

- Windows open for air flow (please dress pupils with an additional layer on colder days 

 

Our detailed risk assessment of all measures can be found on our website.  

 

 NEW Teacher Testing and School/ Bubble closure 

Our staff have been routinely tested twice a week for several weeks now and this will continue until 

the Government advises not to. This could mean however that bubbles could be closed at short 

notice. This is in line with all other schools and is unavoidable in the current climate.  

Rapid lateral flow testing is now also available to households, childcare and support bubbles of 
primary and secondary-age pupils. Further detailed information has been sent out about this via 
the App.  

 

My child has additional needs, how will the school meet those needs?  

Please continue to speak with our team- Ms Davies or Miss Deakin if you require additional 

information or support in any area. Staff have been updating support plans in preparation for a safe 

return and will have planned  considering needs for their return.  

What should I do if I need to speak to a member of staff or to Mrs Robinson/ Mrs Hand 

Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building unless it is by prior arrangement. Please 

note any questions or messages should be done via the APP or telephone in the first instance. This is 

to minimise the amount of adults in the building and for contact tracing purposes. 

How will I know school is safe? 

The school have been given a very rigorous and thorough risk assessment framework from Astrea 

Academy Trust which indicates the precise measures we must take to make the environment as safe 

as we can.  Before school can open these measures will need to be signed off by Executive Members 

of the Trust.   

All  Staff have taken part in training  throughout the year and will be expected to help maintain these 

measures by following the guidance on the risk assessment wherever possible. The measures will 

reduce the risk but it will not fully eliminate the risks. You can be reassured that the school has had 

all appropriate checks by Executive members from the Trust and school therefore has the 

appropriate measures in place to minimise the risk.  



Once again, if you are worried, please do read the following government guidance 

gov.uk/backtoschool 

 

What should children wear? 

We are asking all children to revert back to their normal school uniform. In consultation with 

parents, it has been decided however that there will be a relax of ties and these will no longer be 

part of school uniform. If parents wish children to wear a softer white polo short rather than a collar 

shirt, this is to be encouraged. Polo shirts tend to be much more comfortable, easier to wash/ iron 

and less restricting.  

For children in Y1-Y6 where they do not need assistance with clothing, we will be expecting that they 

will get changed for PE so will need to bring their PE kits on a Monday and take home for washing 

every Friday.  

 

Can children wear face masks?  

 

Children must  NOT wear face masks in school.   

 

Transport Arrangements 

 

Please avoid car sharing- it is recommended that you find an alternative way of travelling such as 

walking, cycling or your own car.   If you are using public transport please ensure you follow 

government guidelines. Advice and guidelines can be found below 

 

Public Transport:  

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-

transport 

 

Car Sharing: 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-

cars-and-other-vehicles 

 

Breakfast Club: All children will be provided with breakfast in classrooms. Breakfast club will not be 

open until we are able to guarantee safety and due to staffing it is not possible currently to keep 

children from different bubbles apart. We will continue to review the situation.  

 

 

What will happen next? 

It is important to note that school could be closed at very short notice if staffing or safety is an 

issue. School could also be closed at short notice if there is a localised outbreak and an area 

lockdown is enforced.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles


We know that the arrangements are still not fully as we would wish our school to operate but in 

time it is hoped we will eventually revert back to normal.   

        Please remember the following key messages 

• Wash hands before setting off 

 

• Follow the one way system- yes we know this is a pain when you could just quickly nip out 

the other way but we also need to get use to systems for wider opening when we have more 

children in!  

 

• Remember to adhere to a sensible level of distance.  

 

•  Strictly no entrance into school building or reception- all messages to be telephoned or 

message via app.  

 

• One adult only to enter school grounds- Adults must wear a face mask unless exempt. 

 

• Swift, accurate reporting of any symptoms and strictly follow any request to get tested 

 

• Fully comply with reporting results both positive and negative after testing.  

 

Please do give the office a call if you have any further questions.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs Dickinson.  

 

 

 

 

 


